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TO GARY KAUFMAN…  A SINCERE THANK YOU 
By Cathy Spalding 

It takes stamina, courage and compassion to become immersed in the world of animal 
abuse               and neglect. You must know when to “hold ‘em” and when to “fold ‘em.”  
There are laws, rules and protocols. Those can vary from place to place.  It is important to 
establish a working relationship with authorities, veterinarians and other organizations. 
Some situations are emergent and dire while others can move more slowly.  Sometimes 
the situation involves healthy animals but their human has passed leaving them to fend on 
their own. Sometimes the situation demands you work hard to keep yourself together as 
you strive to remove the still living amidst the dead. 

Now and again an extra special individual steps forward. Back in early 2000, Gary 
Kaufman began helping with llamas in need. LANA was revising the LANA Lifeline 
program and I knew Gary had the heart and expertise for great input. Gary was already 
very involved answering calls and making trips to connect with people in need of help – 
animals with behavioral issues, training issues, in need of shearing and/or toenail 
trimming. Often times he had worked with people who thought that they needed to be rid 
of their llamas, only to learn, that with a little help from someone they could make living 
with their llamas a lot more enjoyable. 

 While reviewing the Lifeline program at his dining table, I floated the idea that he 
seriously consider joining the LANA Lifeline committee.  After thinking it over for a few 
days, he decided to do it and, as they say, the rest is history. Gary’s critical thinking skills 
combined with his knowledge of regulations, contacts and resources led the LANA Lifeline 
Committee through some of the most memorable and difficult neglect and rescue 
situations imaginable. Lifeline played a large role in the Montana Large Animal Sanctuary 
evacuation.  Gary personally went to MLAS. He also worked directly with OSU and Cross 
Creek Alpaca Rescue in the horrific Polk County alpaca rescue.  He helped establish 
criteria for the Llamas Owners of Washington State rescue program.  Gary was typically 
the first line of contact for Lifeline fielding a vast array of phone calls and emails providing 
support and solutions for resolution to questions, concerns or crisis issues.  He personally 
went out and assessed a number of situations, volunteered his time for transport and 
fostered both llamas and alpacas on his farm.  As chair of the Lifeline committee, he has 
taken the lead in coordinating efforts with other rescue organizations and sanctuaries 
including StillPointe, SELR, SWLR, the CRC and Cross Creek Alpaca Rescue. In honor of 
his ongoing selfless efforts on behalf of camelids in need, Gary was awarded the LANA 
Lifetime Achievement Award as well as the 2007 Virginia Christensen National Lama 
Welfare Award. 

As is a process we all experience, Gary has found it is time for him step down as chair of 
the LANA Lifeline Committee. LANA Lifeline will sorely miss his enormous contributions 
and truly, cannot thank him enough for everything he has done. We all wish Gary the very 
best. 



!
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On May 28th, LANA members, their 
family and friends participated in 
the Fiesta Days Parade in 
Vacaville, California.  Coordinated 
by board member Joy Pedroni, this 
was the second year that llamas 
and alpacas were entered in the 
Parade.  This year there were 
twenty people with eighteen llamas 
and one alpaca wearing packs, 
parade blankets and fun decorative 
items, and one llama in cart.
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LANA Youth 
Citizenship Medal 

This award recognizes the youth who best 
excels in the following areas in and out of the 
show ring: Sportsmanship demonstrated by a 
positive attitude regardless of placement.                                               
Encouragement to peers and adults.                                                                                                                            
Professional behavior during the show that 
exemplifies the goals and ideals of LANA and 
the lama industry. Appearance of themselves 
and their animals during the show and free time.                                                           
Demeanor as youth representatives of the lama 
community to the show, the public, and others 
within the lama community.. 

The judge, show superintendent, or any board 
member can determine who receives the award.  
The recipient should be observed willingly 
helping out in the areas mentioned above.  
Examples of such actions would be: 

!

Helping other youths or adults not of their own 
family or 4-H/FFA club.                                                                  
Running ribbons or score cards.                                                                                                                                        
Helping to set up or clean up anywhere needed.                                                                                                                
Educating the public and others about llamas.  
(PR) 

One award will be given at each show where a 
youth is deemed qualified for such recognition.  
Youth are not limited to one award per year, but 
may earn additional medals for any llama show 
in which they participate and qualify. 

As with the other LANA Youth awards and 
contests, a recipient is not required to be a LANA 
member. 

Show superintendents who wish to include the 
LANA Youth Citizenship Medal program in their 
shows should contact the LANA Business Office. 
A picture and brief bio of the recipient should be 
sent to the Business Office for publication in the 
LANA News and on the LANA website 

!

Recipient Pedro Carreon with                  
judge Margaret Drew at the                     

Indio Date Festival, Indio, California

Recipient Kayla Rogers                         
at the California State Fair,  

Sacramento, California



LEGEND 
by owner Ellen Goldsmith 

!!!
Legend's registered name is RD Twister's Spats 
Domino.  He was born May 27, 1996 at Rafter D 
Llamas (Dick and Carolyn Denning, Gardnerville, 
Nevada).  Cheyenne McAfee, who worked for the 
Dennings, started calling him Legend from the 
beginning and she became his first owner.  
Cheyenne lived near Bishop, CA, and that is where 
Legend and his llama buddy Waddie lived.  When 
Legend was eight years old Cheyenne needed to re-
home her two llamas, and she asked me if I was 
interested in adding them to my alpaca herd.  So 
back to Gardnerville they came, and only one street 
away from where they were born.     
!!!



Legend was not yet gelded when this was 
arranged and a valuable lesson was waiting for 
me.  Either due to his age or faulty veterinary 
procedure, he almost bled to death on this way 
home the day after castration.  I will never forget 
looking behind me in the van fifty miles into the 
eighty mile drive home to see blood literally 
running out the side doors. Legend had kushed, 
which he never did while the van was in motion 
and he was hemorrhaging from the surgical site.  I 
got him to the closest animal hospital.  They 
admitted him for a few days giving him 
transfusions of a blood-substitute product, and 
saved his life. I tend to blame myself whenever 
one of my four-legged family members has a 
medical problem and even though eleven years 
have passed I still remember the horror and 
sinking-stomach panic of that day.  Legend 
recovered even though his long tail fiber, which 
had to be clipped from the dried-blood matting, 
never did grow back to its original length.  A few 
months later we started going to llama shows.
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!!
Legend was no stranger to llama shows when I 
started showing him in 2005.  Cheyenne had 
worked with him, and he had been in a few 
performance and halter classes and doing well. 
We had to teach each other, however, and learn 
what worked.  After we came home from shows 
we would practice what weaknesses had 
showed up and go try again.  
!
During these years we had a strong local llama 
network group and would often meet out at 
Carol Harris' Cottonwood Ranch in Yerington, 
Nevada where she had some wonderful obstacle 
courses set up, mostly utilizing natural items 
such as tree stumps, hills, etc. We would all take 
multiple animals out there and have a potluck 
lunch. It was a good time.  
!
Statistically speaking, Legend was a fantastic 
performance llama as well as halter and 
especially showmanship!  He won a boatload of 
ribbons and awards which cover a whole wall of 
my barn.  He was twice the ALSA Performance 
Champion (2008 and 2010) and earned his ALSA 
Non-Breeder Elite Status, which I felt was quite an honor. Statistics aside, however, 
the act of showing him was a huge emotional experience for me.  When he would 
stand for me in showmanship, not moving as I moved back and forth, always with 
that awesome presence, I would feel that overwhelming pride and joy in him.  It 
never stopped surprising me that we could haul him to shows near and far; 
sometimes taking three days to arrive, put him in a stall, and when it came time to 
show he would just go with the flow and perform beautifully.  His last show was 
August 2012, and once again, it ended on a high note!	
!!
During the years Legend and I were involved in many activities besides shows.  Our 
llama group brought llamas and alpacas yearly to the Hometown Christmas Parade 
in Sparks, NV as well as parades in Virginia City, Carson City, and of course the 
parade through the fairgrounds during the show in Santa Rosa!  Llamas are always 
such a hit at parades.  We would haul a trailer for over an hour, stand in our place in 
the parade line for up to two hours, and then walk for a few minutes; fun times!!  
Annually we participated in Ag in the Classroom organized by the NV Farm Bureau.  
The kids would line up to pet Legend, he was so tall, impressive, and calm.  It was a 
good way to teach different places fiber comes from and uses of camelid fiber.  

�8



Some of my most gratifying activities involved taking Legend to our local assisted 
living facilities. The events organizer realized how clean and "toilet trained" he was 


!
so very soon we were going inside to the common rooms as well as into the 
separate bedrooms of those who were less ambulatory.  
!
A special treat was going into the (locked) alzheimer's ward where Legend often 
elicited reactions from people otherwise fairly unreactive to their surroundings. Since 
he visited every year at least once and some of the people in the facility were there 
every time, I started seeing photos they had in their living quarters of them petting 
Legend taken during previous visits.  That really made it hit home how much these 
visits meant to some of them.  One funny memory:  we were invited to a new, three 
story facility in Carson City and I agreed to bring Legend for a visit.  We wandered 
the rooms of the lower floor and it was also bring-a-dog-for-a-visit day so there were 
a lot of dogs on leashes to maneuver around.  Fortunately Legend was pretty much 
unfazed by the little 4-leggeds! What did faze him though was a whole new 
experience of elevators.  We were asked to go to the third floor to the "long term 
memory care" section so we got into the elevator.  There was a little ear movement 
when the doors shut and a little tail swishing when the floor started to move.  Going 
up was fairly mild, however, and we got out and did our thing.  Coming back down 
he got in, no problem, but the movement of the elevator DOWN was not to his liking.  
I could tell he was glad to get out of that "strange box" and on firm ground!  
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One of the most memorable things we did was a summer pack trip in 2005 when 
Legend, Waddie, and Secret (with his owner Toni Strassberg-Pearce) hiked the entire 
165 mile Tahoe Rim Trail in eight segments over the course of three months.  We 
would stay overnight two to three nights each segment, come home for a week or 
two and then go back in.  Toni wrote a great story about this adventure which was 
published in the LANA News Issue No. 89 Winter 2005.  We gained a huge amount of 
knowledge about packing during that summer and got trail fit pretty quickly.  One 
thing we learned was the line-up had to be just right or the llamas did not walk 
easily.  Waddie had to be tied off behind Legend, then Secret led by Toni behind 
Waddie.  If I had put Waddie in front we wouldn't have gotten very far.  We tied them 
on a ground line each night and I always worried like a mom that they would be 
mauled by bears or get dangerously tangled up in their lines so they probably got 
sick of me shining a light on them during the night; THEY never had a problem...so 
what was MY problem???	
!
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!!
Legend is now past his 20th birthday.  He is fully retired and hangs out with his friend 
Waddie as well as another llama and eight alpacas. He is definitely the "alpha 
camelid" in the herd. X-rays have shown some arthritis in his front legs and his 
molars are wearing down.  He gets Dr. Pollard's arthritis herbal formula every 
morning and we weigh him regularly trying to keep his weight stable. "Our boys" go 
out to pasture every afternoon to graze and every time I look at Legend  when 
something grabs his attention and he looks up, ears forward, back straight, neck tall, 
that handsome presence still prevails. Now and as long as he lives I will feel that 
overwhelming pride and gratitude that he is in my life.	
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EAR FEAR 
!

          By Cathy Spalding!!
Spit happens! To spit would seem one of the higher levels of aggression exhibited in 
the normal behavioral range of alpacas and llamas. It is not something to be given – 
nor received – lightly. It is serious business. When the ears of an alpaca or llama are 
actually pinned, it is clear they have a strong opinion on something. You can almost 
count on spit to follow if the offender does not immediately comply.!!
The alpaca or llama who would spit does not seem to enjoy the doing any more than 
those who would be receiving. Even alpacas or llamas not directly involved in the 
exchange will avoid anything with spit on it. Some will even hang their own lower lip. 
After a good spit, an alpaca or llama will open their mouth fairly wide to “air out.” This 
stance is commonly called “bad mouthing.” Their mouth will look a mess with particles 
of stomach contents dripping here and there as they hang their lower lip. The ears are 
usually at half-mast, the eyes appear somewhat depressed and the nostrils may flare. 
In this disgusting state, they are often left quite to themselves by the rest of the herd.!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !

The llama is exhibiting typical “bad mouthing” behavior.!!
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Pinned ears are not the same as ears that are back. Ears that are pinned will be held 
tightly back and downward nearly in line with a strongly held vertical neck. For the 
ears to be truly pinned there must be an upward tilting of the head. This facilitates the 
ability of the ears to lie as flat as possible against the neck as well as straightens the 
esophagus for a possible rise of stomach contents. Alpacas and llamas can certainly 
spit without tilting their head upward. Normally, the only contents of this spit would be 
anything that was present in the mouth at the time such as grass, grain, saliva or cud. 
Spit in the form of fresh stomach contents must be brought up from the stomach. By 
tilting the head upward, dramatic curves are eliminated along the path from the 
stomach to the mouth allowing a clear volley from the stomach up the esophagus and 
out through the mouth.!!
It is not unusual to see an alpaca or llama that has just spit wander about his 
environment looking for something -- anything -- that might help relieve his mouth of 
this disdainful situation. He may chew on the bark of a tree or fence rails, old leaves, 
sticks or head directly for any available fir bow as a sort of “breath mint.” There are 
different levels of spit. Alpacas and llamas may spit out a large volume of air complete 
with saliva. Spit may be composed of what is currently in the mouth such as grass, 
hay, grain or cud. The most serious and vile spit is fresh contents pulled up from the 
depths of the stomach.!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!

This alpaca is holding a large oak leaf in his mouth as a sort of breath mint !
after a good spit.!!
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
This female, Merry, is quite serious in her statement to another llama. So serious in 
fact that she would appear just moments from backing it up with a hearty spit of fresh 
stomach contents. She shows great emotion through clear and bright eyes making 
direct eye contact with the object of her displeasure. Her eyes seem to warn that she 
is not happy – quite angry in fact – about whatever is going on and her feelings best 
be taken seriously. Notice the combination of indicators which all come together for 
this expression of anger or upset. The head is tilted upward – nose in the air. Her ears 
are pinned -- laid back almost flat along her neck. Her neck has stiffened and is held 
nearly vertically straight. She appears squarely balanced over herself. Her eyes are 
bright and clear making direct contact with the offender in the delivery of her 
message. Her nostrils are flared and her lower lip is tensed and pulled under. Some 
of these behavioral cues could indicate something quite different were they not in 
concert with the others. Many humans feel concern that an alpaca or llama may spit 
when the ears fall back or are snapped back in combination with a seeming unhappy 
facial expression. Though a situation where the ears are snapped back could 
certainly progress to the point of pinning and spitting, it is interesting to note that 
alpacas and llamas can only spit saliva, cud or whatever happens to be in the mouth 
in that stance. Stomach contents can be brought up for cud chewing in this position 
but it does not have clear volley from the stomach out of the mouth without a much 
more extreme tilt of the head. Taking another look at this female, notice the position of 
her head as it connects with her neck. She has made a rather straight path for the 
clear flight of stomach contents. !
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!
!
This photo shows Frankie, the recipient of Merry’s aggression. His response to Merry’s 
angry stance is interesting. Frankie’s eye shows he is well aware of the aggression but he is 
not responding with direct eye contact. He has formed a stress wrinkle under his eye. He is 
clearly looking at her, has definitely understood the seriousness of the situation but he 
maintains a more softened, non-direct connection with Merry. He has readied himself for 
defense should the need arise but it is interesting to note his manner. He has laid his ears 
back, flared his nostrils, his mouth is open with some tension in his lips and he has tilted his 
head upward. All are expressed, however, with less intensity and directness than !

his aggressor. His neck appears more supple and less vertical. His body is a bit off 
balance and somewhat turned away. He is looking at her but not in a front on, direct 
way. And, his ears are not truly pinned. Will this situation escalate or will it diffuse? It 
would seem to depend on the choices Frankie will make. I wonder… could it be that 
Frankie’s behavior represents our cue over the years for that “don’t look them in the 
eye” belief?!!
! LAMAZING WISDOM:                         ! PERCEPTION  !
                                                            ! ! The question is not 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! what you look at 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! but what you see.!
 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! - Henry David Thoreau 
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Llama Enthusiast Supports  
Unique Clinical Opportunities 

When Joy Pedroni of 
Black Cat Llamas needs 

veterinary assistance with her 
small herd of 15, she knows 
exactly who to call – Dr. Julie 
Dechant, a specialist in the 
veterinary hospital’s Large 
Animal Clinic. Pedroni is a long-
time client and has been a great 
resource for students.

“I can’t say enough about the 
hospital,” Pedroni said. “The 
compassion everyone shows is 
paramount for me. They always 
make me and my animals feel 
like we’re the most important 
ones there.”

On several occasions, Pedroni 
has been the driving force 
behind llama and alpaca rescues, 
and brought dozens of camelids 
to the hospital. The rescued 
animals generally come from defunct sanctuaries, owner abandonments and hoarding situations. 
Brought to the hospital for wellness examinations, sterilizations, hoof trimmings and sheerings, the 
camelids Pedroni rescues provide great learning opportunities for students who are eager to work 
on animals they normally would not see on their hospital rounds.

Pedroni sometimes utilizes her llamas as pack animals on camping and hiking trips, and says 
that this is an increasingly popular activity among camelid enthusiasts. Llamas participate in 
events and shows, similar to horses and dogs, and Pedroni uses hers as goodwill ambassadors in 
parades and agriculture events for children. Llamas are even brought to hospitals and retirement 
communities as therapy animals. As these activities increase and ownership becomes more 
commonplace, the hospital’s camelid medicine services provide a much-needed resource for the 
community. 

Every January, the school hosts the Camelid Symposium, a hugely popular two-day event that 
attracts hundreds of owners from across the western United States. Pedroni serves on the planning 
committee for the symposium, always enthusiastic about promoting camelid health. 

DVM students assist with wellness examinations for rescued camelids.



PERFORMANCE TRAINING 
by Eileen Ditsler !!!

Decide what type of “performance” llama you want:"
 
Do you want a willing companion/friend? A llama who will be fun to show in 
performance?  Or do you want to set your sights on a highly competitive llama who 
can take you to the top?  What sort of a commitment are you willing to make? 
  
Selecting a performance prospect: 
Attitude and willingness is everything.  You can’t train a llama that just doesn’t get it.  
A laid back, “friendly” llama usually isn’t the right one either.  One that will move away 
from you is far easier to work with. 

   
I don’t agree that every llama can do performance well.  I do agree that all llamas can 
benefit from consistent and persistent training.  They tend to be more likely to accept 
what you ask of them if they understand what is being asked for.  
 
All llama contact and interaction should be with an eye on training  "
First you have to decide what it is you want to train.  If you set your sights on a 
competitive performance llama, then your standards should be set high-always.  If 
you want a companion who is willing and comfortable with you handling him, then 
there is more fudge room.  At home, on the trail, and at shows you should always 
treat your llama the same.  It’s not fair to them for you to have different expectations 
different places. 
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Training for performance starts in the least likely of places – going for walk.  I am lucky to live 
in a residential area where as soon as the llama is out the gate, he is away from his 
companions and can’t see them.  Depending on your situation it might take longer to get them 
“away” from their friends.  An independent llama is lots of fun and much easier to train.  He 
needs to learn he doesn’t need to be with a friend or group in order to enjoy life.  So taking 
your llama out and away for a walk will teach them 
that they must act independently and that they can handle it.  Some llamas just never 
get over leaving the herd but starting them young when halter training helps. 
  
When you start working with your llama, short sessions are best.  I will work with a 
youngster for 10-15 minutes, then put him back. Twice a day is reasonable.  If you 
find then you don’t have time again for a few days, don’t fret, llamas remember.  
Sometimes letting the llama mull over the lesson is better than trying to force it on 
them.  More than once I have been amazed by a llama that comes back out after a 
“bad” training session to surprise the heck out me with his willingness and 
understanding.  
An older llama will have a longer attention span and can “work” longer.  Just make 
sure you aren’t overdoing it and making the training dull.  

  !
If you ask for something make sure you get it"
Make sure you aren’t asking for something out of their league.  Sometimes you have 
to ask yourself if you have the time to ask for it.  Meaning, if you ask for it and don’t 
get it, then it may mean a commitment of 15 minutes to get it done.  If you ask and 
don’t get it, you are teaching your llama that things can be done on their terms.  I am 
not Gestapo but if I ask for them to step onto something and they walk around – I will 
never think, “Oh he just didn’t feel like doing it”.  I will ask again and again until I get a 
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reasonable attempt.  I don’t want the llama to think they can pick and chose when to 
do things.   
 
Being tenacious (and stubborn) is a good thing.  I have found sometimes training 
becomes a battle of the wills, just remember to remain impartial (don’t take it 
personally). I have been told I have a lot of patience.  I however suspect I am very 
stubborn.  I know how smart llamas are and I refuse to be trained by them.  So when I 
get a llama refusing to do something, I make sure I figure out a way to get it done.  
Whether it’s breaking the behavior into smaller bits that the llama can understand or 
just plain being persistent in asking.  This doesn’t mean force or being mean.  It is 
equally important to remain calm and not get upset.  They are not “doing” this to you 
(refusing), you are the one “doing” it to them (asking).  I find that if a llama isn’t doing 
something I think they are reasonably capable of doing, it’s up to me to figure out 
what would make the task easier for the llama to understand and do.  That’s where 
the time commitment comes in since once you have asked then you need to get it 
done. 
  
You need to know what you can expect and what is unreasonable.  I have very high 
opinions and standards for my llamas.  However, a llama that is insecure with his self 
won’t be able to concentrate and do what you are asking.  Some llamas are afraid of 
heights and can’t be expected to get on high narrow bridges even with all the 
patience (and stubbornness) in the world.  But there is a difference between making 
excuses for the llama and knowing that he just isn’t capable.  Find the things they are 
capable of, build on those behaviors.  Build their confidence and someday they might 
find themselves on a bridge. 
 !
Swinging your right hand"
Keeping your natural stature while walking is important.  Swinging your right hand is 
one of the best lessons I ever learned.  This will save you fatigue and it will keep your 
llama right where you want them to be, at your shoulder.  With the swing forward of 
your hand, if they are pokey, they’ll feel the tug.  If they are forging ahead too briskly, 
they’ll feel the tug when your hand swings back. Some llamas quickly learn that there 
is a certain spot they can walk and not feel the tug of the lead rope.  Others need a lot 
more time to figure it out.  The least fun in the world is dragging a llama down the 
trail.  The most unattractive picture to present in the show ring is a llama on a tight 
lead.  If you focus always on a loose lead, whether walking or standing still, then you 
and your llamas will be much happier.  There’s nothing that bugs me more than 
seeing people standing around with their llamas and the human is using the llama’s 
head to hold up their arm.  If your llama thinks there is security in the pull of the lead 
rope you’ll never be able to accomplish a loose lead.  From Day 1 and every moment 
thereafter for the rest of their life the llama should seek the loose lead.  
 
Once they learn how to walk, then you can tone down the swing of your arm 
(especially when showing).  But if they are being naughty, you go right back to 
swinging your arm. 
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Llamas are perfectly capable of following their human without much instruction from 
the lead rope.  The lead should only be to direct or correct the llama. They are 
masters of body language which makes teaching them all the easier.  Llamas who are 
over desensitized are a little tougher to train and need to be reminded to be respectful 
of space.  
 
Using verbal cues"
I use verbal cues always.  A judge a long time ago told me I should talk to my llama in 
the show ring since I talk to them at home.  I have found it to be very sage advice.   
 
I say “come” every time I pull on the lead rope when turning either direction.  After a 
certain amount of time, when I say “come” the llama will understand that if they don’t 
“come” they’ll get a tug on the lead rope.  Neither of us wants that.  I’ll add “come 
around” if the turn required is especially tight, like when passing through a gate and 
they have to completely 180 on a loose lead.  It looks very pretty in the show ring to 
speak to your llama and have them respond without you pulling on the lead. 
  !
It is important to tell them when they are good (if they are indeed being good).  
Llamas respond to well positive reinforcement.  Just like a human, it encourages them 
to try even harder.  If the llama is doing well and not getting any positive 
reinforcement they’ll likely fizzle out and lose interest.  Give them a couple of “good 
boys” or even just “good”, and they perk up and pay attention because they want 
more. !
I do say no, but just in a tone of voice that will tell them I want something different.  
Usually “no” is used with a well-trained llama who initially misinterprets what you are 
asking. If you are really meaning NO, there should be a physical action to follow, like 
a poke, a snap of the lead or a wave of the hand to dissuade them continuing the bad 
behavior. !
Also mixing up your pace helps.  I’ll walk at one speed then quicken pace then slow 
down and stop then start running, mix it up.  This keeps them attentive to what the 
human will do next.  Believe me, they will be able to tell just by your body language 
what you are going to do, they don’t need to be told.  I learned this when training 
dogs.  The dogs learn quickly to watch what the human’s feet are doing, otherwise 
they get a tightening of their chain.  That’s where your arm swinging comes in, your 
llama should hopefully not like to feel the tug or snap of the lead rope if they aren’t 
paying attention.  Sometimes just before going in the show ring with a llama, I’ll take 
them for a quick walk, trot, halt and turn before going into the show ring.  It only needs 
to be just so far that you can tell they are “turned back on” and thinking.  We can end 
up standing for ½ hour at a time waiting our turn in the arena.  It is easy for them to 
have dazed off. 
 !!
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!
Using positive reinforcement"
Positive reinforcement can be many different things to a llama.  Ask yourself what 
does your llama like.  Usually the answer is food, freedom and eventually they’ll learn 
to appreciate that you appreciate them being good.  Llamas don’t generally like 
petting (that’s why they put that in PR class).  After a good training session, their 
reward is to be turned loose in their pen.  One thing to be aware of in training is not to 
get too greedy if they are being good and asking for too much.  Always end on a good 
note.  If you are having trouble with a certain obstacle, make sure you end your 
training with an easy obstacle with lots of praise. 
 
Besides talking, I also make a noise that signals they should stop the naughty thing 
they are doing.  Like putting their foot in their water bucket at home, or standing 
ringside and they try to sniff a butt.  It’s like saying “Hey” but sometimes sounds like 
“ape”, short and fast. 
 
When asking my llamas to do things, if they have stalled out and aren't moving, I 
make a noise that sounds like a sprinkler "sschut" really fast.  I use that in conjunction 
with my hands. I refer to it like stepping on the gas driving a car.  You tell your llama 
what you want, like “back” or “side (pass”), and if he doesn't move, then you apply the 
gas by making the noise.  This way you don't water down the cue word by repeating 
over and over again an action that isn’t happening. 
  
Example: 
 
Asking for a side pass.  I'll hold his head steady so he can't step forward, then motion 
with my hand in the direction he should move.  If he doesn't move, as I am moving my 
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hand towards his side, I'll "sschut".  If he doesn't move with just a hand motion, I'll 
touch him using just a finger, poking him and making the noise.  One or two 
"pokes" will generally remind him that he needs to be paying attention. 
The whole point of hand direction is to always try to use less and less. You should be 
consciously trying to wean on to a more subtle cue.  The noise (sschut) can be quiet 
and short, or if they are being naughty you can make it louder and more aggressive. 
Eventually the ideal is to stand at their head and subtly shift your body to the opposite 
side of the direction you want them to move with little or no hand signaling.   
  
Teaching to back is best done with a llama that isn’t over desensitized with their 
personal space.  Most llamas will back away from you if you move towards them.  
Adding a verbal cue is the only thing you need to train.  A llama that isn’t convinced 
they should move backward will figure out how to back if you take them someplace 
narrow- the hallway in the house or bales of straw set up to make a narrow passage.  
Walk in and ask them to back out.  If they are nervous at first don’t go all the way in.  
Gradually work up distance backing, then switch it around and ask them to back in.  
Then back without defining passages.  Teach them to move away from your hand if 
they have to make a right or left hand turn.  They will learn the word “turn” eventually 
if you use it with your hand.  Most llamas will get to the point that you don’t have to 
use your hands out to the side to guide them.  They understand the movement of 
your body and will position themselves if you lean or step to one side or the other. 
  
I usually only use food reward when completely done with a training session or when 
training what I call “body work”. If your llama will eat a treat from your hand, you can 
quickly teach them to stand still for you to walk around their body, pick up their feet 
and touch their face/teeth.  You can use a clicker to speed things up or once you have 
the timing down just your voice. !
Set your llama up to succeed.  You can start picking up feet tied to a fence, once they 
are comfortable tied, then shift to them doing it free standing.  
  
Once you know your llama is comfortable picking up his feet, if he isn't standing still 
for you, a quick fix is using a treat.  Pick up a foot, put it down, then give him a treat.  
As soon as he figures out there is food involved he shapes right up.  Giving treats in 
the show ring is no-no, but I usually give treats to the llamas just before going in.  It’s 
incentive for them to pay attention.  One thing we are getting asked for a lot now and I 
try to do every time, even if the judge doesn’t specifically ask, is to touch and rub the 
foot pad.  Many people have a hard enough time grabbing the leg and getting it off 
the ground.  It is extra pretty to easily grasp the fetlock (ankle) of your llama and have 
them raise their foot of their own accord.  Then your thumb is in the exactly right 
position to rub back and forth across the bottom of their pad.  That is “inspecting” their 
foot, AKA picking up the foot. 
 
The llamas will try and train you for how long they will allow you to hold up their foot.  
It is your job to make sure you are training them.  Hold it up for a quick second, pick it 
up again and hold it longer.  Giving a little treat in between will sweeten the deal for 
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them.  Then pick up their foot and rub their pad, then rub their leg below the knee, 
then give them a treat.  This is especially helpful if you are required to put something 
on their leg or fit them with a boot.  He needs to be reminded that picking up the foot 
isn’t always just a quickie.  If he pulls away before you have “released” the foot then 
no treat.  If he wants his treat he’ll learn to wait for your release rather than pulling 
away. 
  
Don't ever use food as a lure.  It'll backfire on you every time. 
  
Always keep in mind what your ideal is.  As you work with your llama try to give the 
least amount of cue as possible. Expect them to succeed.  Give them the opportunity 
to do good.  But also be ready to reinforce what you are asking for.  The first few 
times in the show ring you may be tested.  They quickly learn you won’t be so quick to 
touch or poke them when you are being judged.  I have more than once been tested 
to see if I’ll pull on the lead if they are poking slowly and not being attentive.  You’ll 
need to decide if you’ll take the hit on the points for this one time rather than teach 
your llama that you won’t do it and be fighting that issue for a while. 
  
Some faults I see in the not experienced show person:"
Asking the llama to jump and raising your hand high and pulling them over the jump -- 
ugly. First of all a high arm won’t get you anything other than a few points off.  The 
llama should be trained at home to jump.  And what llama will “stop” jumping once 
they have raised their front feet off the ground?  Once your llama has begun the 
action asked for – make sure to instantly give them a nice loose lead (remember that 
is their reward).  In the past I have cued jumping on the word “hup”.  I think it only 
really helps me these days to differentiate for the llama between jump and step over 
in Pack class. 
 
Which leads me to step overs in Pack, I step over the obstacle and keep my hand 
close to my side – but with a loose lead.  I will pause a quick moment and say “step” 
before I myself proceed on.  Your speed helps the llama not be eager or too quick 
trying to get over the obstacle and accidentally jumping it. !
A major fault in showing is allowing your llama to get ahead of you.  Their place is to 
have their head at your shoulder.  If their head gets ahead of your body, especially if 
their shoulder comes to your shoulder, then they are considered forging ahead of 
you.  Major Bad.  So when unloading from a trailer, going over a jump or a step over – 
well, anything really -- always think ahead of where your llama will be going.  If you 
are standing still asking for them to jump something, when they jump they’ll 
automatically forge ahead of you since you are stationary.   Keep moving so that your 
speed matches what you expect them to do. 
  
Another major bad is letting the lead rope go below your knee.  Always hold the 
excess in your left hand since most judges these days count you off for safety points 
if you don’t. Never wrap the rope around your hand.  One little tip that took me a long 
time to figure out – the rope between your left and right hand doesn’t mean a thing.  
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In the show ring I would feel the loose lead between my left and right hands and think 
I had a nice loose lead.  Actually the loose lead you are striving for is from the llama’s 
nose to your right hand.  Judges used to let us show with the lead all in your right 
hand.  This is also a great way to make sure you have a loose lead.  However, 
nowadays at shows the judges seem to want some of the lead rope in your left hand 
too – for safety. 
  
Another little thing I teach the llamas is to follow my hand.  This will allow you to direct 
the llama away from just following at your shoulder, and still allow you to keep your 
loose lead.  And example is asking your llama to jump something you the handler isn’t 
going to jump.  Hold your right hand out from your side – not high, just out.  If the 
llama isn’t paying attention you can “bounce” your hand to get their attention or splay 
your fingers to make it look bigger.  With a little practice he’ll figure out he’s to follow 
your hand.   !
Conversely, if you have your llama following your hand then you can use it get him to 
follow behind you.  Teaching this I’ll put my hand out to my side and make sure the 
llama is seeing it, then I’ll move my hand to the small of my back.  If you also say 
follow, eventually they’ll learn to truly follow on the word.  There are some obstacles 
that require the llama not to be at your side.  Some deadfall configurations, narrow 
passageways defined on the ground but that are not restricted by sides or walls. 
  
These things work for me, but I am still evolving and learning. Keep things interesting 
and your llamas will be excited to learn along with you. 
  !
RMP Chill Out"
Showing Chill Out, whom I have owned for 20 1/2 years, was a joy like no other.  He 
knew me and my every move.  I knew him and his every move.  I knew he respected 
me and I respected him.  There was nothing like it.  Most people are amazed when I 
tell them that Chill never won a performance championship until he was 6 years old.  
We went to many shows, paid a lot of show fees and traveled 1,000s of miles before 
we got our act together.  Chill decided he was retired at age 15. 
 
Chill has taught me all I know about llamas.  I am sure that is why I love them all so 
much.  Each is an individual with potential.  I have a llama addiction and it is to train 
llamas.   
Set your sights high and be stubborn.  Temper that with a willingness to teach with 
patience when you are frustrated.  Keep learning-always. I still enjoy going to clinics 
to hear how others do it. Don’t be afraid to try new things or to try things your own 
way.  There isn’t just one way to do it. Keep in mind whatever and however you are 
doing it-how it would look in the show ring. 
  !!!

�24



!!!

!!
RMP Chill Out !!!!

I’m sure I have forgotten much and not been clear about other things.  Just ask.  I am 
always willing to share. 
 !
Suggestions for additional materials: 
  
 Jim Logan’s clicker training videos (I recommend volume #2) 
 Karen Pryor’s book Don’t Shoot the Dog 
 Good fitting, fixed ring halter  
 round cotton lead with a boat snap 
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WHAT IS THAT                                                                                                                           
“WALKING FLEECE                    

CLASS” ALL                                                                                                  
ABOUT ANYWAY? 

By Karen Kinyon,                                                                                           
ALSA Certified Llama and Alpaca            

Fleece Judge 

!
 The “Walking Fleece Class” was started by  
the Alpaca and Llama Show Association to 
encourage owners and breeders to have their 
llama fleeces evaluated without having to 
shear the animal.  Because they were 
grooming for show, it seemed logical to also 
have an opportunity for them to have their 
fleece evaluated as well.  Now, it is a fully pointed ALSA class and has become 
a very popular addition to Llama Shows throughout the country. 

As we look at our herds and think about fleeces to have evaluated in Walking 
Fleece, some important aspects should be considered.  Fleeces on the animal 
are judged on many qualities.  There are Double, Single and Suri classes as 
well as age divisions under and over 24 months.  In larger shows age divisions 
are broken down even smaller by age of the animal.  Fleeces are judged on 
cleanliness which is a variable that we as owners control.  Remember that 
cleanliness is only 10 points on the score card.  The other 90 points are 
awarded to density, tensile strength and condition, fineness and hand, 
percentage and fineness of guard hair, style and architecture, luster and 
uniformity.  Select your Walking Fleece Entry that has a fleece that is fine and 
soft; has uniform, strong lock structure that exhibits crimp and luster.  Make 
sure that you select a fleece that has no evidence of insect infestation, 
weathering or poor condition. 

To get your Walking Fleece entry ready for the show, grooming should be done 
3-5 days in advance.  Use a livestock blower to remove as much dust and 
debris as possible.  Keep the nozzle far enough away to avoid tangling the 
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locks.  A grooming aid can be used to make it easier to brush out the remaining 
debris.  The blower can be used to distribute the grooming spray into the 
fleece. Allow the fleece to dry before brushing.  Use a soft slicker brush and 
clean only as deep as the debris not all the way to the skin.  Give the llama a 
bath to remove grooming aid spray and dirt.  Do not use any conditioners on 
the fleece after it is washed.  Do NOT blow the animal dry.  Allow the fleece to 
dry naturally so that the lock structure reforms.  Remember, if the judge can’t 
see the lock structure, they can’t fairly evaluate that fleece.  Keep the llama on 
green grass or the cleanest surface possible while the lock structure reforms.  
Handpick any debris before presenting your walking fleece entry to the judge 
for evaluation.  

The Walking Fleece Judge wants to see that fleece in its most natural state.  
The Walking Fleece class is scheduled so that the judge can see the entries 
before they get that last dose of grooming aid on them for the halter classes.  
Also remember that it is really not helpful or necessary to bathe the llama again 
at the show.  Often the fleece isn’t dry and the lock structure has had no time to 
reform.  The owner then, sacrifices 90 points in order to gain 10 because if the 
lock structure isn’t there to evaluate, points will be deducted and the fleece will 
have a much lower score. 

What if the Walking Fleece entry has been shorn?  Can the Walking Fleece 
Judge still evaluate that animal’s fleece?  Yes, they can.  Walking Fleece 
judges have to touch the animal in order to evaluate the fleece.  Many of them 
start touching the llama at the base of the ears and work all the way across the 
body to the rear haunches.  Here is a good tip for owners and handlers.  Make 
sure your llama is trained to stand quietly for this fleece examination.  If the 
judge can’t touch the fleece, they can’t judge it so the more area that can be 
touched on the animal’s body, the more information the judge can get from that 
fleece.  Even a shorn llama has fleece on the front shoulder and usually on the 
rear haunches that can be evaluated. Fleece as short as ½ inch can be judged 
in Walking Fleece classes so be sure to enter even if you have a llama shorn 
for show. 

Walking Fleece entries are not judged in the show ring.  They are brought to 
the Walking Fleece Judge at a designated time and place usually before any 
more grooming takes place.  The llama is tied and the handler steps back so 
that the Judge can begin the evaluation.  The Walking Fleece Judge will talk 
and gently touch the llama to begin the fleece evaluation.  The 100 point score 
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card will be filled out. The exhibitor will share some information such as name 
and age of the animal, entry number, etc.   

A question that is frequently asked refers to Walking Fleece judges pulling or 
snipping some locks as they are judging.  This is a “hot button issue” because 
often llamas especially object to anyone pulling on their fleece.  Sometimes 
llamas who have had locks pulled by a Walking Fleece judge severely object to 
even standing still for the next one.  The llama’s owner or handler always 
makes this decision.  The Walking Fleece judge must always ask the handler 
or owner if they mind having this done during judging.  Remember this is NOT 
necessary for a fair evaluation.  The fleece will NOT lose points if this is 
refused by the handler.  The locks are usually attached to the score card to 
help share information with the exhibitor.  Snipping with small blunt scissors is 
always more comfortable for the llama, never pulling locks.  It feels just like 
having your own hair pulled and is painful.  Many Walking Fleece Judges do 
not do this at all and they acquire all information necessary to fairly evaluate 
that llama’s fleece. 

Walking Fleece classes often allow more participants to sign up at the show.  
Even if you weren’t entered by the entry deadline, many times you can still sign 
up with the judge and pay your fees upon your arrival.  This flexibility helps to 
encourage exhibitors to get their llama fleece evaluated and helps them make 
future decisions about fleece classes.  This option is usually announced at the 
show’s exhibitor meeting. 

Another very important part of the Walking Fleece class is that the exhibitor 
has an opportunity to speak to the judge and ask any questions they might 
have about that llama’s fleece.  The Walking Fleece Judge should be open to 
this and have time in between each entry for this conversation.  Questions that 
may be asked of the judge are:  Should I shear this llama and show this fleece 
in the Shorn Fleece competition?  If I shear and process this fleece, what could 
be made from it?  Is it a fine lace shawl or a warm hat and mittens?  Is this a 
hand-spinner’s fleece?  Could it be used for weaving or knitting?  Good advice 
can be gained from your Walking Fleece judge so remember to ask what you 
need to know. 

After all the Walking Fleece entries are judged, classes are placed by fleece 
and age categories.  The best part of a Walking Fleece show is when all the 
entries are called into the show ring for awards. The audience has the 
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opportunity to see all the fleece and age divisions at once.  This doesn’t 
happen in any other part of the llama show and is a very good way for people 
to see the wide variety llamas have in their fleece production. 

As a Walking Fleece Judge, I especially enjoy touching all the beautiful fleeces 
and speaking with the exhibitors.  Many times a llama judge is not allowed 
much contact with llamas or their owners and the Walking Fleece class 
encourages that interaction.  It’s wonderful to see someone who I’ve 
encouraged go on to enter the shorn fleece classes and the finished garment 
classes with their beautiful llama fleece!! 

!
!
!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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The first time I saw a llama was when our family visited the Patterson Ranch in 
Sisters, Oregon.  I was around 15 years old and at the time we were raising 
Arabian horses, so didn’t get the chance to get up close to the llamas, as we 
were looking at the horses.!!
Then one evening, while attending a meeting with our Arabian horse breeders 
club at a local hotel, I was shocked to see several llamas inside the hotel!  
Asking around, it turned out to be an annual event (my favorite to date!) that 
raises money for llama research.  Those were all studs and their services were 
being auctioned off.  I was not only amazed at how gorgeous they all were, but 
how incredibly behaved they were around all those people, as well as each 
other.  From that point on, I just knew I had to find out more about them!!
!
I purchased my first two llamas in 1995, a 
female and a male, whom we later gelded.  It 
wasn’t too long after that….I knew I had to get 
more….I was HOOKED!  I later visited a well-
known farm out in Newberg and met Ken & 
Celia Austin of Rain Dance Ranch.  I wasn’t 
intending to ever start a farm, but when their 
male, RDRL HONDO walked up to me, looked 
me in the face and I felt his incredible fiber….I 
had to have him!  I guess you can say, it was 
HONDO that started it all.  In 1996, we became 
HIDDEN OAKS LLAMA RANCH.!!
From that point on, I was truly obsessed with 
llamas, I collected anything and everything 
related to them and became fascinated with 
bloodlines (I guess from my Arabian horse 
background).  We later purchased a 50 acre 
farm, located in Estacada, which is about 35 
miles southeast of Portland, Oregon.!
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 !

Currently we have 70 llamas, which include 24 breeding females and 6 herd 
sires, GNLC SILVERTONE, PERUVIAN PRECEDENT, HI TRL JACK O’NEILL, 
GVL NUTCRACKIN TIME, STARR FYTER and RDL Prince Nikolai.  RDRL 
HONDO (now retired, but still alive at 20!)!!
I love the athletic ability a llama has and the fact there is so much you can do 
with them.  They are very smart!  Most recently we have been breeding light 
wool llamas for packing.  These llamas are built for strength and endurance 
and if properly conditioned can carry up to ¼ of their weight.  Our main stud, 
“Jack” is 400+ pounds, tall and lean and can easily carry 100#.  Visit the Ccara 
Llama Association at http://www.ccarallama.com for more information.  We 
have also enjoyed participating in Llama Pack Trials and camping!  http://
www.packllama.org!!
Another part of our farm is helping with llama rescues.  I love the challenges 
that come along when working with them.  Over the years, we have made 
some significant changes though.  In 2005, we lost several llamas to parasites.  
The experience was one of the most painful things we have ever been through, 
but from it I feel we have gained a lot of knowledge, which we have tried to 
pass on to other llama owners.  From fecal testing to pasture rotation, as well 
as being aware of just how much stress can be a factor. Due to this, we are no 
longer taking in rescues, but will help with re-homing.!!
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I am very thankful to have such a 
wonderful husband, Wil, who is willing to 
put up with my obsession with llamas!  He 
does the feeding and basically every part 
of maintaining the farm, he is also very 
good when we have to assist on birthing.  
Both our children; Kayla, now 25, used to 
show llamas and do 4-H.  Logan, who is 15 
and a sophomore in high school, currently 
shows, helps out with our 4-H club, Llama 
Llovers and is in the process of training his 
own llama, HOLR Music Man.!!

Kayla and Mark Collins live in Bend, Oregon and are 
expecting their first child in December. !!
Several years ago we were approached by Channel 8 
News to do two stories, one about “Guard Llamas” and 
one about “Therapy Llamas”.  Both stories can be seen 
from our website.  www.hiddenoaksllamaranch.com  I am 
constantly updating our website, so keep checking back.  !

To date, our farm has sold over 500 llamas, with close to 
200 of those being rescues.!

!
We offer a lot of after care support….word of mouth has been the best advertising.  
We try to have a large variety to offer people, whether they just want pets, guard 
llamas, quality breeding/show stock or llamas started in packing.  I try very hard to 
create a “good fit” for both the llama and new owner.  Not all llamas are good at all 
things.  !

If you want to learn more about llamas I encourage you to either visit our website, 
email us at hiddenoaksllamaranch@msn.com  or stop by.  You will be glad you did!!
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!
Clinic Ideas 

!
LANA provides programs and services to its members and continuously looks for new 
ways to help members and their animals.  Educating the llama community, whether new 
or experienced owners, is important to the organization.  LANA is looking for clinic 
ideas.  Is there something you want to learn about?  Packing, llama wellness and 
veterinary care, fiber arts, driving, fleece, business and marketing?  Let LANA know.  
Email Kathy at KathySVA@aol.com with your ideas.!

  !
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LANA BUSINESS OFFICE 

Joy	  Pedroni  
3966	  Estate	  Drive 

Vacaville	  CA	  95688	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  707.447.5046	  LANAquestions@gmail.com	  

Please	  contact	  the	  LANA	  Business	  OfJice	  for	  Member	  Services,	  Advertisements,	  Event	  Calendar	  updates,	  and	  
any	  llama-‐	  ,	  alpaca-‐,	  or	  LANA-‐related	  questions	  you	  may	  have.	  

Visit	  LANA	  at:  www.lanainfo.org	


_____________________________________________________________________________________________	


LANA News DISCLAIMER     	


LANA News is	  published	  for	  educa0onal	  purposes	  only.	  The	  in-‐forma0on	  published	  herein	  is	  solely	  the	  opinion	  of	  
the	  authors	  and	  does	  not	  necessarily	  represent	  the	  view	  of	  LANA,	  its	  Directors	  or	  Officers.  LANA’s	  acceptance	  of	  
adver0sing	  does	  not	  imply	  endorsement	  of	  any	  products	  or	  services	  whatsoever.	  	  Ar0cles,	  leCers,	  editorials	  and	  
other	  contribu0ons	  are	  welcome	  and	  may	  be	  edited	  for	  brevity.	  Inclusion	  and	  placement	  is	  solely	  at	  the	  discre0on	  
of	  the	  Editor.   Before	  undertaking	  any	  herd	  work	  with	  your	  llamas,	  you	  are	  advised	  to	  always	  consult	  with	  your	  
veterinarian.	  	  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	


THANK YOU 	


Thank you to the following for their contribution to this newsletter:  Eileen Ditsler, Ellen Goldsmith, Karen Kinyon, 
Michelle Kutzler, Lisa Labendeira, Andrea Mogler, Joy Pedroni, Stephanie Pedroni, Diane Salais, Cathy Spalding, 
and Sherri Tallmon.
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Get Your LANA  T-shirt NOW!
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$16 per shirt                                                                                                                                                    

Contact the LANA office for shipping cost                                                         
This is an ongoing fundraiser to benefit LANA programs  

throughout the year.                                                
You can order by email (lanaquestions@gmail.com) and send a check  

or you can order on LANA’s webpage, www.lanainfo.org,  
and pay with PayPal.                                                                                               

Help support LANA and order your shirt today!


